Dream Baby Dream: A Haunting Tale of Love,
Loss, and the American Dream in New York
City

By Jackie Kay

Dream Baby Dream is a haunting and evocative novel that explores the
themes of love, loss, and the American Dream in New York City. The novel
follows the story of a young couple, Claire and Jack, as they navigate the
challenges of raising a family in the city. Claire is a struggling artist, while
Jack is a successful businessman. As their relationship begins to unravel,
Claire becomes increasingly isolated and disillusioned. She begins to have
vivid dreams of a baby, and she becomes obsessed with the idea of having
a child. Jack, on the other hand, is more focused on his career and is not
ready to start a family. The novel builds to a tragic climax, as Claire's
obsession with having a baby leads to a devastating loss.
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Dream Baby Dream is a powerful and moving novel that will stay with you
long after you finish reading it. Kay's writing is lyrical and evocative, and
she creates a vivid and unforgettable portrait of New York City. The novel is
also a sharp critique of the American Dream, and it explores the ways in
which the pursuit of success can come at a great cost.

Claire is a complex and sympathetic character. She is a talented artist, but
she is also struggling to find her place in the world. She is drawn to the idea
of having a baby as a way to fill the void in her life, but she ultimately
realizes that she is not ready to be a mother. Jack is a successful
businessman, but he is also emotionally distant. He is more focused on his
career than on his relationship with Claire. As a result, Claire feels
increasingly isolated and alone.

The novel builds to a tragic climax, as Claire's obsession with having a
baby leads to a devastating loss. Claire's story is a cautionary tale about
the dangers of pursuing the American Dream at all costs. It is a powerful
and moving novel that will stay with you long after you finish reading it.

Major Themes

= Love and loss

= The American Dream
= |dentity and belonging
= Art and creativity

= Family and relationships

Setting



The novel is set in New York City. Kay vividly captures the city's energy and
excitement, as well as its loneliness and isolation. The city is a backdrop for
the characters' struggles and triumphs, and it plays a significant role in the
novel's overall meaning.

Characters
= Claire: A struggling artist who dreams of having a baby.

« Jack: A successful businessman who is more focused on his career
than on his relationship with Claire.

= The Baby: Claire's unborn child, who becomes a symbol of her hopes
and dreams.

Style

Kay's writing is lyrical and evocative. She uses vivid imagery and metaphor
to create a rich and textured world. The novel is written in a stream-of-
consciousness style, which allows the reader to experience the characters'
thoughts and feelings directly.

Critical Reception

Dream Baby Dream has received critical acclaim. The novel was shortlisted
for the Orange Prize for Fiction and the Whitbread Book Award. It was also
named one of the best books of the year by The New York Times and The
Washington Post.
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