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Drum stickings are a fundamental part of drumming, and they can be used
to create a wide variety of rhythms and patterns. In this article, we will
provide everything you need to know about reading and playing drum
stickings, including a comprehensive guide to the different types of
stickings and how to use them effectively.

What Are Drum Stickings?

Drum stickings are symbols that are used to represent the strokes that you
play on the drums. These symbols can be written on a drum chart, or they
can be simply memorized. There are many different types of drum
stickings, each with its own unique sound and feel.

How To Read Drum Stickings

The first step to playing drum stickings is to learn how to read them. Drum
stickings are typically written using a combination of letters and numbers.
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The letters represent the different drums that you will be playing, while the
numbers represent the order in which you will play them.

For example, the following drum sticking represents a basic four-stroke
rhythm:

RLRL

This sticking means that you will play the right-hand drum, then the left-
hand drum, then the right-hand drum again, and finally the left-hand drum
again.

The Different Types Of Drum Stickings

There are many different types of drum stickings, each with its own unique
sound and feel. Some of the most common stickings include:

= Single strokes: These are the most basic type of sticking, and they
involve playing one stroke on each drum.

= Double strokes: These stickings involve playing two strokes on each
drum.

= Triple strokes: These stickings involve playing three strokes on each
drum.

= Flams: These stickings involve playing two strokes on the same drum
in quick succession.

= Ruffs: These stickings involve playing a series of quick strokes on the
same drum.

How To Use Drum Stickings Effectively



Once you have learned how to read drum stickings, you can start to use
them to create your own rhythms and patterns. The key to using stickings
effectively is to experiment with different combinations and find what
sounds good to you.

Here are a few tips for using drum stickings effectively:

= Start with simple stickings. Once you have mastered the basics, you
can start to experiment with more complex stickings.

= Use a metronome. This will help you to keep a steady tempo and
improve your timing.

= Listen to other drummers. Pay attention to the stickings that they use
and try to incorporate them into your own playing.

= Practice regularly. The more you practice, the better you will become
at playing drum stickings.

Drum stickings are a powerful tool that can be used to create a wide variety
of rhythms and patterns. By learning how to read and play stickings, you
can expand your drumming vocabulary and improve your overall playing.
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