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Al Qaeda, the world's most infamous terrorist organization, has been
responsible for some of the most devastating attacks in history, including
the 9/11 attacks on the United States.

This article provides a comprehensive guide to Al Qaeda, exploring its
origins, ideology, structure, tactics, and global reach. We will also examine
the key leaders and affiliates of Al Qaeda, as well as the organization's
relationship with other terrorist groups.

Origins and Ideology

Al Qaeda was founded in 1988 by Osama bin Laden, a wealthy Saudi
Arabian businessman. Bin Laden was motivated by a radical interpretation
of Islam that called for the overthrow of corrupt Muslim governments and
the establishment of a global Islamic caliphate.
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Al Qaeda's ideology is based on the concept of jihad, or holy war. The
organization believes that it is the duty of all Muslims to wage jihad against
those who oppose Islam.

Structure and Tactics

Al Qaeda is a decentralized organization with no formal hierarchy. It is
made up of a network of autonomous cells that operate independently but
share the same ideology and goals.

Al Qaeda's tactics typically involve the use of suicide bombings,
assassinations, and kidnappings. The organization is also known for its use
of propaganda to spread its message and recruit new members.

Global Reach

Al Qaeda has a global reach, with affiliates in over 50 countries. The
organization's most prominent affiliates include:

Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)

Al Qaeda in the Maghreb (AQIM)

Al Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS)

Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM)

Ansar al-Sharia

Jabhat al-Nusra

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham



Al Qaeda also has close ties to other terrorist groups, including the Islamic
State (ISIS). ISIS emerged as a rival to Al Qaeda in 2014, but the two
groups share similar ideologies and tactics.

Key Leaders

Osama bin Laden was the founder and leader of Al Qaeda until his death in
2011. Since then, the organization has been led by Ayman al-Zawahiri.

Other key leaders of Al Qaeda include:

Abu Musab al-Zarqawi (deceased)

Nasser al-Wuhayshi (deceased)

Qasim al-Raymi (deceased)

Hamza bin Laden (deceased)

Al Qaeda remains a major threat to global security. The organization's
decentralized structure and global reach make it difficult to combat, and it is
likely to continue to pose a threat for years to come.

However, the international community is working together to defeat Al
Qaeda and other terrorist groups. By sharing intelligence, cooperating on
law enforcement, and countering extremist propaganda, we can make the
world a safer place.

Additional Resources

FBI: The Qaida Network



US Department of State: Terrorist Designation of Al-Qa'ida in the
Arabian Peninsula

United Nations: Al-Qaida and Associated Individuals and Entities
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