
Li On Angel Island: A Smithsonian Historical
Fiction That Explores the Immigrant
Experience
Li On Angel Island is a Smithsonian Historical Fiction novel written by
Stacey Lee. It is a coming-of-age story that follows the journey of Li Ling, a
young Chinese girl who immigrates to the United States in 1905. The novel
explores the immigrant experience, the challenges of assimilation, and the
strength of the human spirit.

Li Ling is a 14-year-old girl who lives in a small village in China. Her family
is poor, and she works long hours in the fields. When her father decides to
immigrate to the United States to find work, Li Ling is left behind with her
mother and younger siblings.

After two years, Li Ling's father sends for her and her family to join him in
America. The family travels to San Francisco, where they are detained on
Angel Island. Angel Island is an immigration station where Chinese
immigrants are processed and interrogated.
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Li Ling and her family are held on Angel Island for two months. During this
time, Li Ling witnesses the harsh treatment of the immigrants by the
immigration officials. She also learns about the Chinese Exclusion Act,
which prevents Chinese immigrants from becoming naturalized citizens.

Despite the challenges, Li Ling is determined to make a new life for herself
in America. She learns English, attends school, and works hard to help her
family. She also becomes involved in the fight for Chinese American rights.

Li Ling: The protagonist of the novel, Li Ling is a 14-year-old girl who
immigrates to the United States in 1905. She is a strong and determined
young woman who is determined to make a new life for herself in America.

Li Xian: Li Ling's father, Li Xian is a hard-working man who immigrates to
the United States to find work. He is a loving and supportive father who
wants the best for his family.

Li Mu: Li Ling's mother, Li Mu is a kind and gentle woman who is devoted
to her family. She is a strong supporter of Li Ling's dreams.

Ah Mah: Li Ling's grandmother, Ah Mah is a wise and experienced woman
who provides guidance and support to Li Ling.

Lee Ling: Li Ling's best friend, Lee Ling is a fellow Chinese immigrant who
is also detained on Angel Island. She is a kind and compassionate girl who
helps Li Ling through the difficult times.
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The Immigrant Experience: Li On Angel Island explores the challenges
and triumphs of the immigrant experience. Li Ling and her family face
discrimination, prejudice, and hardship, but they never give up on their
dreams.

Assimilation: Li On Angel Island also explores the issue of assimilation. Li
Ling and her family struggle to adapt to American culture while still
maintaining their Chinese heritage.

The Strength of the Human Spirit: Despite the challenges she faces, Li
Ling never gives up on her dreams. She is a strong and determined young
woman who is determined to make a new life for herself in America.

Li On Angel Island is set against the backdrop of the Chinese Exclusion
Act, which was a federal law that prevented Chinese immigrants from
becoming naturalized citizens. The act was passed in 1882 and remained
in effect until 1943.

During this time, Chinese immigrants were often treated with hostility and
discrimination. They were not allowed to own land or work in many jobs.
They were also often forced to live in segregated communities.

Despite these challenges, Chinese immigrants persevered. They built
businesses, established schools, and created a vibrant culture. Li On Angel
Island is a tribute to the strength and resilience of the Chinese American
community.

Li On Angel Island has received widespread critical acclaim. The novel has
been praised for its historical accuracy, its compelling characters, and its
moving story.



"Li On Angel Island is a powerful and moving novel that offers a
glimpse into the immigrant experience." — The New York Times

"Stacey Lee has crafted a beautifully written and emotionally resonant
novel that will stay with you long after you finish reading it." — NPR

"Li On Angel Island is a must-read for anyone who wants to
understand the Chinese American experience." — The Washington
Post

Li On Angel Island is a Smithsonian Historical Fiction novel that explores
the immigrant experience, the challenges of assimilation, and the strength
of the human spirit. The novel is a moving and inspiring story that will stay
with you long after you finish reading it.
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Every Cowgirl Loves Rodeo: A Western
Adventure
Every Cowgirl Loves Rodeo is a 2021 American Western film directed by
Catherine Hardwicke and starring Lily James, Camila Mendes, and
Glen...

Opportunity Hoarding and Segregation in the
Age of Inequality
In an age marked by profound inequality, the concepts of opportunity
hoarding and segregation have emerged as pressing concerns. These
phenomena...
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