
Mezzo Soprano Belters: Masters of Vocal
Range and Power
What is a Mezzo Soprano Belter?

In the realm of classical and musical theatre singing, the term "mezzo
soprano belter" designates a vocalist who possesses an exceptional
combination of vocal range and power. Mezzo sopranos typically have a
vocal range that falls between the lower-pitched contralto and the higher-
pitched soprano, giving them the ability to sing both lyrical and dramatic
repertoire. Belters, on the other hand, are known for their ability to produce
loud and sustained notes at the top of their vocal range, a technique known
as belting.
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Mezzo soprano belters are a rare but highly sought-after vocal type, as
they possess the versatility to excel in a wide range of musical genres.
They are equally at home singing the soaring arias of opera as they are
belting out the show-stopping anthems of Broadway musicals.

Vocal Characteristics of Mezzo Soprano Belters
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The vocal characteristics of mezzo soprano belters set them apart from
other singers. Their voices typically possess:

A wide vocal range, spanning approximately two octaves and a third,
from the low A below middle C to the high F above middle C.

A strong, resonant lower register with a warm and full tone.

A powerful and agile upper register, capable of producing sustained
notes at forte or louder dynamics.

A clear and focused passaggio, the transition point between the lower
and upper registers, allowing for seamless vocal production.

Excellent vocal control and breath support, enabling them to maintain
vocal power and stamina throughout demanding performances.

Belting Technique

Belting is a vocal technique that involves using the chest voice to sing
notes at the top of the vocal range with increased volume and intensity.
Mezzo soprano belters employ a modified belting technique that allows
them to preserve the quality of their voices while achieving a powerful and
resonant sound. This technique involves:

Engaging the diaphragm and intercostal muscles to support the airflow
and produce a strong vocal foundation.

Raising the soft palate and lowering the larynx, which creates a wider
vocal tract and allows for greater vocal projection.

Using a combination of chest and head voice to create a mixed voice
that balances power and clarity.



Maintaining a forward placement of the voice to ensure vocal clarity
and projection.

Training and Vocal Exercises

Developing the skills of a mezzo soprano belter requires dedicated vocal
training and regular practice. Vocal exercises specifically designed to
improve vocal range, power, and belting technique include:

Vocal warm-ups and scales to strengthen the vocal cords and increase
vocal flexibility.

Arpeggios and agility exercises to improve vocal coordination and
agility.

li>Straw phonation exercises to strengthen the vocal fold muscles and
improve vocal endurance.

Belting exercises, such as sirens and lip trills, to develop the belting
technique and increase vocal power.

Proper breathing techniques to support the voice and maintain vocal
stamina.

Famous Mezzo Soprano Belters

Throughout history, numerous renowned mezzo soprano belters have
graced the opera and musical theatre stages, captivating audiences with
their exceptional voices and performances. Some notable examples
include:



Ethel Merman: An American musical theatre legend, Merman was
known for her powerful and charismatic voice, belting out iconic songs
such as "I Got Rhythm" and "There's No Business Like Show
Business."

Patti LuPone: A multi-Tony Award-winning actress and singer, LuPone
has starred in numerous Broadway musicals, showcasing her mezzo
soprano belt in roles such as Eva Perón in "Evita" and Joanne in
"Company."

Audra McDonald: A six-time Tony Award winner, McDonald is
renowned for her versatility as both an opera singer and a musical
theatre performer. Her mezzo soprano belt shines in roles such as
Bess in "Porgy and Bess" and Carrie Pipperidge in "Carousel."

Bernadette Peters: A Broadway icon, Peters has starred in numerous
musicals and is known for her sweet and soaring mezzo soprano
voice. Her signature belt can be heard in songs such as "Memory"
from "Cats" and "Somewhere" from "West Side Story."

Jennifer Hudson: An Academy Award-winning actress and singer,
Hudson rose to fame as a contestant on "American Idol." Her powerful
mezzo soprano belt has been showcased in both film and theatre,
including her Tony Award-winning performance as Effie White in
"Dreamgirls."

Mezzo soprano belters represent an elite group of vocalists who possess a
unique combination of vocal range, power, and versatility. Their ability to
sing both lyrical and dramatic repertoire, and to belt out powerful notes with
ease, makes them highly sought-after performers in both opera and
musical theatre. Through dedicated vocal training and practice, aspiring



singers can develop the skills and techniques necessary to join the ranks of
these extraordinary vocalists.
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