
Sir Reginald "Squire" Wish: An Eccentric
Knight in Dickens's Chuzzlewit

Sir Reginald 'Squire' Wish stands as an unforgettable character in Charles
Dickens's epic novel, "The Life and Adventures of Martin Chuzzlewit."
Introduced as a retired Army veteran and country squire, Wish exudes an
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aura of eccentricity that sets him apart from the tale's other inhabitants.
Dickens paints a vivid portrait of the Squire, highlighting his quirky
mannerisms, peculiar beliefs, and colorful past. In this comprehensive
article, we delve into the character of Sir Reginald Wish, exploring his
complexities, his relationships with other characters, and the lasting impact
he leaves on the narrative.
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Eccentricity and Appearance

Squire Wish's eccentricities run deep, manifesting in his unconventional
behavior and distinctive appearance. Dickens describes him as a "lean,
long-whiskered, bald-headed old gentleman, with a weak voice, a drawling
speech, and a habit of perpetually twirling his thumbs." Wish's speech is
peppered with antiquated phrases and turns of phrase, reflecting his
nostalgia for bygone eras. He often embarks on rambling tangents,
dwelling on minor details with exaggerated enthusiasm. Despite his
advanced age, the Squire maintains a comical vanity, preening himself in
the mirror and fussing over his attire.
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Military Background and Country Life

Before embracing retirement as a country squire, Wish served in the
military, an experience that profoundly shaped his character. His military
background instills in him a sense of duty and honor, which he upholds with
unwavering loyalty, even when it conflicts with his own interests. Having
inherited his estate, Wish retreats to the countryside, where he indulges in
his passion for fox hunting and other rural pursuits. However, his eccentric
nature often leads him into humorous misadventures, contrasting with the
traditional expectations of a country squire.

Relationship with Martin Chuzzlewit

Squire Wish's most significant relationship in the novel is with the titular
protagonist, Martin Chuzzlewit. Initially introduced as Martin's wealthy
uncle, Wish takes a peculiar interest in his younger relative, seeing in him a
kindred spirit of eccentricity. Despite their contrasting ages and
backgrounds, the two form an unlikely bond based on mutual respect and a
shared appreciation for the absurd. Wish becomes a mentor and confidant
to Martin, guiding him through his trials and tribulations with wry humor and
unconventional wisdom.

Complexities and Contradictions

Beneath his eccentric exterior, Squire Wish is a complex and contradictory
character. Despite his military service and countryside lifestyle, he
demonstrates a surprising lack of common sense in many situations. He
can be both shrewd and gullible, perceptive and oblivious. His unwavering
loyalty to his friends and family is commendable, yet he often finds himself
entangled in their schemes and misfortunes. These contradictions add



depth to Wish's character, making him both endearing and infuriating to
those around him.

Impact on the Narrative

Squire Wish plays a pivotal role in "The Life and Adventures of Martin
Chuzzlewit," serving as both a comic relief and a source of emotional
complexity. His eccentricities and misadventures inject humor and
absurdity into the narrative, providing a counterbalance to the novel's
darker moments. Through his relationship with Martin, Wish offers a
perspective on the world that challenges conventional norms and invites
readers to embrace their own quirks.

Sir Reginald 'Squire' Wish stands as a testament to Charles Dickens's
genius in creating memorable and multifaceted characters. With his
eccentric mannerisms, complex personality, and enduring loyalty, Squire
Wish leaves an indelible mark on the pages of "The Life and Adventures of
Martin Chuzzlewit." His influence extends beyond the pages of the novel,
resonating with readers who appreciate the beauty and folly of human
nature.

Through Wish, Dickens reminds us that even in the most ordinary of
individuals, there lies a potential for extraordinary eccentricity, complexity,
and humanity. As a beloved character in one of Dickens's most celebrated
works, Squire Wish continues to captivate and amuse readers generations
after his creation, proving that the power of storytelling lies in its ability to
transcend time and connect with the human experience.
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Every Cowgirl Loves Rodeo: A Western
Adventure
Every Cowgirl Loves Rodeo is a 2021 American Western film directed by
Catherine Hardwicke and starring Lily James, Camila Mendes, and
Glen...

Opportunity Hoarding and Segregation in the
Age of Inequality
In an age marked by profound inequality, the concepts of opportunity
hoarding and segregation have emerged as pressing concerns. These
phenomena...
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